attendees with a wide and representative picture of the current AI landscape, which is reflected by the proceedings of all the involved events.
The 16th International Conference of the Italian Association for Artificial Intelligence (AI*IA 2017) was held in Bari, Italy, from November 14th to November 17th, 2017. It was a success, both as regards participation and as regards the quantity and quality of the research contributions. Out of 91 submissions, evaluated by a team of 97 researchers, 39 were selected for presentation at the conference, yielding an acceptance rate of about 40%. Among these, the General and Programme Chairs analyzed a small set of papers that received particularly good reviews and selected four of them, following a further review process, for inclusion in this special issue: As a result, this issue collects extended and revised versions of such contributions. We would like to thank all members of the AI*IA 2017 Programme Committee for their effort and invaluable contribution to the review process, that was fundamental for maintaining the high scientific level of the event, and the Editorial Board members of the journal, who managed the second review process. We also would like to thank the AI*IA Executive Board, and all the researchers of the Artificial Intelligence community who supported this event by submitting their work and actively participating in it. Last but not least, we are grateful to Fabrizio Riguzzi, Editor in Chief of Intelligenza Artificiale, for hosting this special issue. 
